Conservation challenges posed by the invasive blue crab Callinectes sapidus in Sicilian coastal
wetlands: insights from the Stagnone di Marsala lagoon and the Trapani and Paceco salt pans.
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— Take home messages

The blue crab C. sapidus is firmly established in Stagnone di Marsala lagoon and Trapani salt pans.

<" Different gonad maturation stages observed in both sexes: evidence of local reproductive activity overall in San Teodoro (Stagnone di Marsala).

i Variation in maturation stages between Stagnone di Marsala lagoon and Trapani salt pans and sexes suggests environmental or behavioral
influences.

E Actions: align invasive species control with conservation goals is essential to preserve the resilience of Mediterranean coastal wetlands.
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